1. When the New Testament uses the word “mystery,” it does not mean something hard to know; instead, it means something that was not known before but is now revealed. This “mystery” is that God has hardened the nation of Israel only temporarily until all the elect Gentiles have been saved.
2. The Covenant here in these verses that Paul quotes is the New Covenant, purchased by the blood of Christ. This Covenant is promised to the Jews but extended to the Gentiles. And while the Jews have temporarily rejected Christ while the Gentiles are being saved, God will keep His promises in the New Covenant to the Jews by saving “all Israel.”
3. In verse 29, God says something remarkable: The gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. When God makes a promise, He cannot break it. All the gifts God gives and the callings He calls will stand forever. While God is the One who chooses the timing and the way in which the gifts and calling are completed, His promises cannot be broken because He never lies.
4. The depth of the riches of God’s wisdom and knowledge are more significant than all the wisdom and knowledge of everyone in the whole world. He is more knowledgeable than the most outstanding scholars and greater in wisdom than the most studied philosophers.
5. We cannot begin to fathom the greatness and beauty of God’s judgments. All our judgments fail in their unrighteousness and purity before His judgments. No one can question His ways. When He speaks, we have no choice but to listen. When He chooses a certain path, we cannot even begin to question Him.
6. We cannot even begin to understand the thoughts of our God. His thoughts are always greater than our thoughts. Therefore, he needs not and does not take our advice when He makes His decisions. No one has ever told Him anything that He did not already know. No one has ever advised Him to do anything He had not already decided to do.
7. We have nothing to offer God that does not already belong to Him. We cannot even begin to repay Him for His goodness to us. We cannot purchase our salvation. We cannot buy His favor. We cannot offer Him anything in return for answers to our prayers. He is the supreme and total owner of not just everything but also everyone, and He can do as He wishes with all of it and all of us.
8. Everything that exists comes from God and through God and to God. He is the source of every object, every person, every event, and circumstance. These realities exist only through His power, and His power is their foundation and termination. He never ever does evil, but every evil circumstance only comes about through His power as He turns it for the good of those who love Him and who are called according to His purpose. Therefore, all glory, power, and honor are His forever and ever. Amen.

Application
1. Never question God’s Word.
2. Never question God’s goodness or His faithfulness.
3. Remember that God’s gifts and calling are irrevocable.

